
St Maryôs Church Ambleside

A church without 

a church hall



The Location



Stage One of the Initial Building Appeal

1998-2000: The honeymoon period marked by enthusiasm, 
lack of experience and a growing realisation of the 
enormity of the project 

[ estimated building cost £600,000]

ÅStreet by street survey ïdo people want a parish centre 
ïanswer yes they did

ÅArchitectôs brief agreed and RIBA guidelines followed for 
interviews for architect ïPaul Grout appointed

ÅPreliminary drawings show much more imaginative 
design that previously envisaged

ÅSt Maryôs donates Ã100,000



Stage Two of the Initial Building Appeal

2000-2002ïGrowing ambition about what was possible, 
some local opposition, realisation that what happens in 
the building is as important as the building itself  

[ Building costs rise to £882,828]

ÅQuantity surveyors costings

ÅPlanning permission agreed

ÅBecame a registered charity with church/ community 
representation

ÅCommunity Fund grant of £395,000

ÅTown space audit and survey of voluntary sector space 
needs shows that more space is needed in the town

ÅConsultation with young people about youth provision



Stage Three of the Initial Building Appeal

2003 ïFunds raised to over £650,000 but following 
structural investigation agreed that extended basement 
area can be added to original design.

[Building costs rise to £1,000,010]

ÅYouth project opens one night a week in the Methodist 
Church Hall and is almost immediately a great success

ÅOlder peopleôs initial survey shows demand for provision

ÅStill some vociferous local opposition

ÅCommunity Fund grant would be withdrawn if spending 
does not start by 2004 

ÅFundraiser is in despair ïneed a miracle! 



Ambleside Methodist Church
















